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This research was about Altruism Values on Les Miserables Miniseries 
Season 1 which aimed to find out how altruism occurs within Jean Valjean. This 
research focused on Monroe‟s Theory about Altruism. There are six points to 
cover an act as altruism. The data were analyzed through descriptive qualitative 
method and dynamic structuralism approach. This research used note taking as the 
instrument to get the valid data. There are fifteen data which contained altruism in 
the movie Les Miserables miniseries season 1. There are five data in the first point 
of the theory of Monroe, three data in the second point of the theory of Monroe, 
three data in the third point of the theory of Monroe, one data in the fourth point 
of the theory of Monroe, one data in the fifth point of the theory of Monroe, and 
two data in the sixth point of theory of Monroe. 





















Literature is very interesting to discuss in which could give us much 
information about life because the aspect of human activities, expressing ideas 
and feelings. Literature is the product of human‟s work in art uses language as a 
media. Through literature author can expresses life problem, not only problem but 
also the whole aspects of life. Literature shows an image if life that deal with 
relation between society with individual or human and event. Klarer (2004:1) 
stated that literature is referred to as the entirety of written expression with 
restriction that not every written document can be categorized as literature in the 
more exact sense the word. 
Literary work has several types; they are poem, novel and drama. Drama is 
one of literary work that shows acting in a stage. One of drama form is movie. 
Araujo in Hasnawati (2005:1) said that movie can be considered as a form of 
literature. A movie often relates to someone daily life in some ways. They can 
give values in life, it gives an influence on behavior. Movie is one of the part in 
literature because all of events from a movie comes from script writer that could 
change characters act based on the plot of the story that built.  
Movie is a communication media that gives valuable messages to audiences. 
It has a storyline with interesting words that make this media to be very important 
in human existence. The chosen language that is used in the movie is not simple 
words but has made a connection with literary language in one storyline. 





A movie includes dialogues, music and sound effects. It has a script writer 
who writes the story of movie. Actor memorizes the words, sentences, or 
conversation from the script and act based on characters. As a part of drama form, 
movie consists of character, plot, theme, point of view and setting but the most 
important element of movie is the character which makes story more interesting 
and clear. 
Danesi (2010: 134) proposed that movie is a text that contains a series of 
photographic images that lead to the illusion of movement and action in real life. 
There are many genres of film, such as romance, horror, fantasy, documentary, 
drama, history, and comedy instead. 
Character represents personality as seen through dialogues in a 
movie.Abrams (1993:32) stated that characters represented in a dramatic or 
narrative work that interpreted by the reader as being endowed with moral, 
intelectual, and emotional qualities by inferences from the dialogue and their 
action. The readers have many reasons of why they want to know the character in 
the story. In a story, character is built by the characterization. In other words, 
without the characterization in the character, the character has not meaning in a 
story.(Gordon and Kuehner, 1999:97)  defines characterization as the author who 
brings a character to life, to provide the reader with a sense of that character‟s 
personality to make that character unique. Every character in movies must make 
some development as the movies going on. The character‟s development of a 
movie is usually portrayed by the main character. 
             





Character development refers a developing of character through the story. In 
other word, it is the process of creating a believable fictional character that exist in 
the scenes film through the plot. Forster (1927:64) stated that character 
development is the changing of the character from the beginning until the end of 
story. The process of character development can be influenced by some factors, 
both internal and external. Internal factors are the influence that comes from self 
or a person. While external factors are the influences that come from the outside 
such as environment 
Literary work is the work of imagination made by the author from within him 
that he obtained from his daily life. Literary works can also be interpreted as 
works made with the selection of beautiful words so that the literary works can be 
accepted by all the audience. This view is in accordance with the opinion of 
Warren in (Nurgiyantoro, 2010: 3) which states that reading a fictional literary 
work means enjoying stories and entertaining oneself to gain inner satisfaction.  
We can also use it to criticize a government. According to Segers (2000: 56) 
that a literary work is a form of indirect criticism from the author of the social 
situation that occurs around him. When we combine the power of imagination, 
creativity, and criticism a literary work can be considered capable of entering into 
the values of life. 
One of the literary works that is in great demand by the public is the movie. 
According to Badar (2011:1) movie or motion picture is a story conveyed with 
moving images. A movie is produced by recording photographic images with 
cameras and using animation techniques or visual effects. 
             





A movie presents many themes, we must be creative in watching the movies. 
The uttered messages in movies are various, but the most crucial thing is the 
movie that has a beautiful message, educative and it does not veer from the culture 
of our nation.  
From the above description, the audience is asked for to be committed to the 
story of the movie; because, the one who makes the movie so meaningful is the 
audiences. The audiences also spontaneously will learn something from the 
messages in the movie. 
In literature, an author needs several characters so that the message from his 
work can be conveyed to the audience. One message that can be analyzed is 
altruism. Altruism has been defined as a cooperative behavior by which the person 
who acts helpfully increases the other person‟s fitness with a cost of his/her own 
fitness. 
Altruism is imagery about a concern to the need of others. It is a basic attitude 
of many traditions and religions, which gives benefits for others, but not for self. 
One perspective is that people help each other to be helpful, not because of the 
expected return, but because of another-oriented emotional response, empathy 
(Batson, 1988). Empathy-Altruism Theory explains that people help others and 
receive benefits as a byproduct, yet the ultimate goal of helping actions is 
reducing other people‟s stress. It was believed that empathetic emotions are the 
main motivation of helping behavior. 
Based on definition of altruism and it can be related as what is cited in the 
holy Qur‟an surah Al-Maidah verses 2. 
             





ِ  َۖوتَعَاَونُوا َعلَي اْلبِِرّ َوالتَّْقَوى   ۘ   ُْ اْلِعقَا د ِْ َ  َ َِّ َّللَّ ِِ ۖ َ ِ  َواتَّقُوا َّللَّ َوا ْ ِِ َواْلعُ ْْ ِ ْْ ََ تَعَاَونُوا َعلَي ا   َو
And let not your hatred of a folk who (once) stopped your going to the 
inviolable place of worship seduce you to transgress; but help ye one 
another unto righteousness and pious duty. Help not one another unto sin 
and transgression, but keep your duty to Allah. Lo! Allah is severe in 
punishment.– (Q.S Al-Maidah: 2) 
An example of literary work that contains altruism is Les Miserables. The 
film takes place in France during the early 19th century and tells the story of Jean 
Valjean who, while being hunted for decades by the ruthless policeman 
Javert after breaking parole, agrees to care for a factory worker's daughter.  
In 1815, French prisoner Jean Valjean is released on parole from the Bagne of 
Toulon after serving nineteen years for stealing a loaf of bread and trying to run 
away multiple times. On the outside, Valjean becomes angry as his parole status 
blocks him from getting work or accommodation. He is offered shelter by the 
kindly Bishop of Digne, but Valjean steals his silverware. He is caught by the 
authorities, but the Bishop lies by saying that the silver was given as a gift, and 
secures Valjean's release. Touched by the Bishop's love, grace and 
generosity, Valjean decides to break his parole and start a new life. 
The writer is interested in analyzing this topic because I am of the opinion 
that there is still a lack of research on the altruistic side of figures in literary 
works, and I also want to show that good deeds that are displayed by someone we 
can also interpret as an altruistic form not only for mere popularity. 
B. Problem Statement 
Considering above explanation it can be concluded the statement of problem 
have two kinds, they are as follow:  
             





How does altruism occur in Jean Valjean? 
C. Objective of the Research 
Relating to the formulation of the problems mentioned above, the objective of 
this reseacrh is formulated as follow: 
To analyze how altruism occurs within Jean Valjean. 
D. Significance of the Research 
This research is expected to be useful for: 
1. Students 
The result of this research can give new knowledge and become references 
for those who want to analyze about Altruism. 
2. Lecturers  
The result of this research can become additional study in teaching 
literature 
3. Other researchers 
The result of conducting this research is expected can attract researcher to 
do the same study about this. 
E. Scope of the Research 
This research focused on intrinsic element in movie. The researcher focused 
on the altruistic values of the main character. The action of the main character, as 
mentioned above, is people with unique characteristic. The researcher decides to 
focus on altruism of the main character because this characteristic is unusual, and 
it is also the important part of building the whole story. 
 





REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE 
A. Previous Study 
This research presents previous findings, which related to this research, as 
follows: 
Rahmadanti has conduct a research in 2012 with a topic relates to this thesis. 
The title of her thesis is Sisi Altruis Tokoh Aku dalam Novel Записки из 
Подполья „Catatan dari Bawah Tanah‟ Karya Fyodor Mikhailovich 
Dostroyevski. She researched about the altruist side of a character in a Russian-
language novel and she uses the Altruistic Love theory, which written by Stephen 
G. Post, Altruism & Altruistic Love: Science, Philosophy, and Religion in 
Dialogue, to describe the altruist side in her thesis. Altruistic love, which uniquely 
human, an intentional affirmation of the other, grounded in biological given 
emotional capacities that are elevated by worldview (including principles, symbol, 
and myth) and imitation into the sphere of consistency and abiding loyalty. As 
such, altruistic love is the epitome of human altruism. She uses Structural 
approach in analyzing the data of her thesis. The main character is portrayed as a 
person who has no friends and always sees others with feelings of hatred. 
However, his nature changed when he met with Liza. He met Liza accidentally, 
when he went to the brothel to look for his friends after a fight with his friends. 
When he met Liza, he changed from being inclined to having a bad temper to a 
better temperament. This change in the character of the main character finally led 
to the emergence of altruism within the main character. He regards Liza as a 





beautiful woman, who does not deserve to live as a prostitute, thus suggesting 
Liza to stop working as a prostitute. The attitude of altruism to the main character 
according to researchers is at the time advised Liza to stop as a prostitute and start 
a better life. The action was taken spontaneously by the main character. Thus, the 
argument of this research regarding the altruist side is in accordance with Stephen 
G. Post's altruistic love theory. 
Aziz (2016), “A Descriptive Analysis of Altruism Value on Anna and the King 
Movie.” His researched use descriptive analysis and qualitative research method. 
This research has found three findings. First, Literary elements is in the movie. 
Second, the some altruism values presented in the movie like care, loyalty, and 
friendship. Third, the way the altruism values are presented in the movie. The 
altruism values are presented in the movie by using dialogue in the movie which 
is played by characters. The altruism values presented in Anna and the King 
movie are sacrifice, care, loyalty, and friendship. This research does not explain 
the process of changing the characters into an altruist. He only explained the 
values of altruism that occur in characters, such as sacrifice, care, loyalty, and 
friendship. 
Basser (2013),”Victor Hugo‟s Les Miserables: A Marxist Consciousness.” 
This research investigated Hugo‟s Masterpiece Les Miserables through Marxist 
Consciousness. Marxist philosophy is applied to the oppressed of society. The 
study analyzes that the man-made socioeconomic classifications deny the 
humanistic values and leads towards the offending happenings. The research 
 





reveals the economic dissipation of society where reality is a social construct and 
a device in the hands of the elite class, the bourgeoisies. The economic system of 
modern day society is a knotty snare, set by the high class intentionally to ensnare 
the proletariats. The paper deduces that an even economic system and egalitarian 
society is the emblem of a healthy society. 
After comparing three researchers above, there are similarities and 
differences with what the writer analyzed. Rahmadanti‟s thesis and Aziz‟s thesis 
has the similarity research objective, they researched about altruism. The 
difference between them is the focus of the object of study. Rahmadanti 
researched Fyodor Mikhailovich Dostroyevski's novel about the altruism side of 
the main character, while Aziz researched movie about the altruism side of the 
characters in the Anna and the King movie. The last researcher has similarities 
with my object of study about Les Miserables, but differences in the subject of 
study. The last researcher has the subject of a study about a Marxist 
Consciousness. 
B. Partinent Ideas 
1. Altruism Theory 
Sorokin spread the importance of studying positive types in human life, 
especially regarding altruism. Sorokin (1950: 87) stated that a scientific study of 
positive types of social phenomena is a necessary antidote to that of negative 
types of our cultural, social and personal world. The moral effect alone fully 
 





justifies a further investigation of persons and groups of good will and good 
deeds. 
Sorokin wants social humanities to study the dimensions of goodness in 
human reality as the subject matter. Sorokin gave the term "amitology". In his 
work after World War II, Sorokin (1948: 60) defines altruism as the action that 
produces and maintains the physical and/or psychological good of others. It is 
formed by love and empathy, and in its extreme form may require the free 
sacrifice of self for another. 
However, it should be stated that the term altruism is not Sorokin who 
found it, but a sociologist named Auguste Comte. Comte first talked about 
altruism in the 19
th
 century, in his Systeme de Politique. Comte defines altruism as 
"living for others", written in French as "vivre pour autrui". Altruism is actually 
rooted in French, autrui. With “living for other” Comte stated that it follows that 
happiness and worth, as well in individuals as in societies, depend on adequate 
ascendancy of the sympathetic instincts. Thus the expression, living for others, is 
the simplest summary of the whole moral code of Positivism. 
Altruism is a concept about to the need of others. It is a basic attitude of 
many traditions and religions, which gives benefits for others, but not for self. 
People who embrace altruism has altruistic behavior and altruistic behavior as the 
characteristic of altruism can be called as a more specific characteristic of 
protagonist, but limited to the activitiy of giving something to others, either 
 





human or animal or plant. Altruism in literature is sometimes not very visible to 
the enthusiasts because it is a rare topic in current literature  
Altruism basically exists in every human being. The professional trusted 
that every human must have a sense of wanting to help others because every 
human have love.  Altruism is a motive to improve the welfare of others 
unconsciously for the benefit of a person (David, 2012: 187). 
Altruism has been defined as a cooperative behavior by which the person 
who acts helpfully increases the other person‟s fitness with a cost of his/her own 
fitness (Le Galliard, Ferriere, & Dieckmann, 2003).  Altruism basically exists in 
every human being and altruism is the foreign of selfishness.  
Altruism can be examined in various fields of science, such as 
philosophy, biology, psychology, education, anthropology, religion, economic, 
political, and medical. In philosophical thinking about altruism, so far only a few 
great figures have often been mentioned providing the basis for further discussion, 
namely Aristotle, Cicero, Kant. The idea of Cicero's altruism was better known in 
the framework of "republican patriotism", Cicero (in Altman, 2009:81) revealed it 
in a speech: 
“If the consulate has been given to me on the condition that I would 
endure all pangs, pains, and tortures, I will bear them bravely and 
even gladly, provided ony through my labors, dignity for you and 
salvation for the Roman People may be brought to birth.” 
 





Altman (2009) interpreted Cicero's speech very interestingly, that first, 
Cicero was convinced that altruistic self-sacrifice was a complete form of moral 
action. Second, honor as a consequence of choosing misery is a pre-Christian idea 
which then influences the idea of Christian sacrifice. Third, heroism can only be 
achieved after altruism. 
Buss (2008) explains that the problem of altruism becomes even more 
complicated by the findings that altruistic behaviors are neither new nor unusual 
in human history. Additionally, Palmer and Palmer (2002) explained that altruistic 
behaviors are not species specific for humans. It was noted that other organisms 
also act altruistically towards members of the same species or other species. When 
the helping behavior is towards members of the same species, it is called altruism. 
Altruism can also be observed in every society in any time period even though it 
carries costs for the actors (Van Vugt & Van Lange, 2006). Members of some 
societies may show less altruistic behaviors compared to others, yet members of 
all known societies behave altruistically in some ways. Aligned with the 
previously discussed literature, Kitcher (2010) described altruism as a 
multidimensional concept.  
The researchers often has diverse focus on the key components of 
altruism, which include the forces that lead altruistic actions like benefits, 
intentions, and costs. These differences have sparked a debate about whether 
altruism truly exists at all, in addition to already existing various definitions of 
altruism (Li et al., 2014). On one side of the debate, it is suggested that true 
altruism cannot be observed because there is always expected returns for helping 
 





behaviors. The other side of the debate believes that no matter the intention or 
reward, if helping behaviors are present at any cost, then true altruism exists. 
Durrant and Ward (2013) suggested that altruistic behavior is a prosocial 
norm. People without altruistic behavior are acknowledged as dysfunctional and 
destructive in social groups. A failure to exhibit altruistic behavior may lead to 
social isolation, confusion, and possibly the infliction of formal or informal 
sanctions by the community. The negative feedback from society in the absence of 
altruism is considered negative reinforcement that aims to increase the number of 
altruistic actions. 
Evolutionary Psychology explains the presence of altruism with focus on 
benefits. From the Evolutionary Psychology perspective, there are two main 
hypotheses about understanding altruism: kin selection and reciprocal altruism. 
Kin selection and inclusive fitness hypotheses were developed by Hamilton 
(1964). Also, Trivers (1971) suggested that kin selection is not the only type of 
altruism and created the hypothesis of reciprocal altruism. 
Since the cost of altruistic behavior decreases one‟s own fitness, people 
are expected to act in selfish ways. However, it is important to note that altruism 
is a balance or equation of benefits and costs. Le Galliard et al. (2003) explained 
that there are several costs of altruistic behavior, such as direct psychological cost 
or in direct genetic costs of competition for space. Also, it was found that more 
critical altruistic behavior has higher outcomes and more developed species 
reduce these costs and become less selfish over time. 
 





Altruism is not all focused on costs rather there are always benefits as 
well. The benefits are basically investments including higher chances of passing 
similar genes to future generations, increasing social status, signaling health, and 
boosting reputation within the group (Buss, 2015). Hamilton (1964) suggested 
that genetic benefits, increasing the chances of passing similar genes to future 
generations, are the force of all altruistic behaviors. 
According Webster (2007:47) altruism is the practice of thinking of the 
need and desires of other people instead of your own. Altruism is uncalculated 
consideration of, regard for, or devotion to others interests sometimes in 
accordance with an ethical principle (Webster, 1981: 64). Behavior forms of 
altruism values are sacrifice, care, sincerity, cooperative, helping others, generous, 
sympathy, and affection. According Einsberg and Mussen (in Dayaksini & 
Hudaniah, 2003) the things included in the aspects of altruism behavior are as 
follows: sharing, cooperative, donating, helping, honesty, and generosity. 
The inspired writer wants to take a theory from Monroe and based on 
definitions of altruism that has quoted previously, Monroe gave six critical points 
to cover an act as altruism in her book, The Heart of Altruism (1996:6). The six 
critical points are: 
1. Altruism is not only good intention, but should be an action. A good 
intention cannot be called as altruism because with good intention only 
people will not get any profit, by doing it, they will. 
 





2. It must have a goal, whether conscious or spontaneous. People who 
want to do altruism must have a goal to make something good for 
others they help, whether conscious or spontaneous. 
3. The goal should be for the welfare of others. If the welfare of other is 
not the goal of altruism, then it cannot be called as altruism. The 
welfare here can be in any form, both goods, such as money, food. 
4. It is not about the result, but the intention of an altruist. Altruism may 
not give welfare for others or even ends up badly, but it does not 
decrease the value of altruism an altruist does to others because the 
result of the altruism an altruist does is not under his/her control, but the 
intention of doing altruist is. 
5. Altruism must reduce the welfare of people who do it. An altruist will 
lose something to give to others. If an altruist still get profit for his/her 
altruism, it cannot be called as altruism, but collective welfare. 
6. Altruism does not need a certain condition. The point of doing altruism 
is to help others with expecting no reward. Altruism can be done by 
anyone to anyone because in altruism there is no special condition that 
regulate about the giver and the receiver. 
2. Value 
There are several kinds of character values: they include the universal 
concepts values of being such as honesty, bravery, peace ability, self-discipline, 
purity and pureness and values of giving such as, loyalty respecting others, and 
love and affections, sensitive, kind and friendly, fair and humane: 
 





1. Values of being 
The value of being is a value that is within evolved humans beings in to 
the behavior and the way we treat others. It includes: 
 Honesty 
Honesty toward others, institution, society, ourselves. . Strength and 
confidence that comes from deep because there was nothing to hide 
 Bravery 
Dare to try things that either though difficult. Majority who dared to 
oppose the flow is moving the toward one; dare to say no to an invitation 
to err. Dare to follow your good heart in spite of marginalized and suffer 
from it. Dare to be gracious and friendly. He added the meaning of courage 
is to do something difficult but correct and is the best option for the long 
term 
 Peace ability 
Calm and patient attitude. The tendency to try to accept other people‟s 
opinions rather than denied and opposed it. Understand that the differences 
are rarely resolved through conflict and that the obstinacy of a person 
indicates that he has a problem or feel insecure,and therefore expect your 
understanding. Willingness to understand other people‟s feelings instead 
of reacting to them quickly, emotional control 
 Confidence and Potention 
Individuality; awareness of boundaries and the uniqueness of development. 
Attitude is responsible for his own deed. Overcoming the tendency to 
blame others when experiencing difficulties. Believing in the ability of self 
 





 Self-disciplin and moderation 
Self-discipline in the physical, mental, financial. Know the limits of time 
talking and eating. Know the limits in term of strength of body and mind. 
Conscious of the dangers when embracing extreme views and I self 
impartially. The ability to balance spontaneity with self-discipline 
 Purity and pureness 
Awareness to keep the value of chastity before and after 
marriage.Understanding the role of marriage and sexuality in it. Awareness 
about the consequences of long term (and extended) that can be caused by 
immoral sexual life. 
3. Intrinsic Element of the Movie 
The intrinsic elements of the movie the writer will analyzes are character, 
setting, and plot. The writer thinks it is better to give explanation about character, 
setting, and plot specifically. Through this approach, the writer hopefulness 
provides appropriate information about altruism. 
a. Character 
Character is the person whose stories are being told. Characters are the 
important part of a literary work, movie especially because characters are the 
carrier of the story. Character generally defined as a fictional living being, 
either it is human, animal, or imaginary creatures, such as beings from 
another planet with two kinds of characteristics, they are rounded and flat 
characteristic. 
 





The rounded characteristic is commonly used for main character. It is 
used for main character because the rounded characteristic more complex 
than the flat one. It is said more complex because the main character could 
have more than one characteristic and these characteristics could change or 
transform in the end of the story. 
The flat characteristic is commonly used for minor character. Flat is 
used by moralist and satirist to attack some falling in human or in their social 
system have found it is easy to do so by creating characters composed of one 
or two quality only. 
The character is also divided into two kinds, they are the protagonist 
and the antagonist. The protagonist, especially the main character, holds the 
supportive role to the good, constructive or heroics actions and traits, 
according to what is defined as a good condition of a story of a novel. 
Meanwhile, the main antagonist carries the negative persona and assumes 
destructive acts and considered to be a threat to the main protagonist. Both of 
these character are possibly becoming the main character because sometimes 
there are several stories where the protagonist and the antagonist take the 
same portions in the story. 
b. Setting 
Setting is the place, time, atmosphere or mood, and the social condition 
where the events of a story take place. Setting fulfills most of the core aspects 
of a story because without a place there is no story and without the setting, 
 





characters are simply in a vacuum with no reason to act. In short, the 
characters cannot do anything without the setting. 
The setting of a story of novel is divided into two kinds, they are 
physical setting and social setting. Physical setting of a story consists of: 
1. Place – inside or outside; country or city; specific town or country; real or 
fictional. 
2. Time – day or night; summer or winter; the historical period. 
3. Atmosphere or mood; dangerous, threatening, relaxing, nostalgic, happy, 
light-hearted, etc. 
Social setting is everything relates to the social condition of a society 
that becomes the setting of a story 
c. Plot 
Plot is the story itself, or I other words is what the characters do and what 
happens to them. A plot is an ordered, organized sequence of events and 
action and it can be taken as the soul of a story. A good plot normally ties all 
element of the story, such as characters and settings. Plot is important to help 
the reader or the observer to understand the whole story. 
In the classical theory derived from Aristotles in Perrine (1983:117), 
story completion is divided into two possibilities: happy ending and sad 
ending; 
1) Happy ending, in which the story gives to the reader result of story with 
ending suprise. 
 





2) Sad ending, in which the end of the story has been much less successful 
than failure. 
Plot based on the structure, is divided two kinds, they are conventional 
plot and absurd plot. Conventional plot is the plot that is recognized as the 
rigid one and the story is easy to guess. It is commonly used with its 
traditional components, they are: 
a) Introduction 
Introduction provides background information about the characters and 
the central conflict. 
b) Conflict 
Conflict is what creates the plot. The conflict can be identified as one of 
human versus human, human versus nature, human versus society, or 
human versus him/herself. 
c) Raising Action 
In raising action, there is a movement toward the central issue. In this 
part, the conflict is getting bigger. 
d) Climax 
It is the point where the central conflict gets the peak. Herein, the reader 
will get the highest interest and the greatest emotion of reading. 
e) Falling Action 
Falling action points out that the climax of a story is reduced or the 
tension is not high as the climax. This part is going to the conclusion of 
the conflict. 
 






In conclusion, the story is not too strained because herein the conflict is 
resolved. 
g) Resolution 
Resolution is the ending part. By the resolution, the reader decides 
whether a story is happy ending or sad ending. 
Absurd plot is a plot which has unclear pattern of story. It can make 
the reader confused because the sequence of event of it is not well regulated 
as the conventional one. In the absurd plot, the conflict or other component of 
plot may appear in the beginning of a story and the introduction is after it.  
4. Synopsis of the Movie 
In 1815, French prisoner Jean Valjean is released on parole from the 
Bagne of Toulon after serving nineteen years for stealing a loaf of bread and 
trying to run away multiple times. On the outside, Valjean becomes angry as his 
parole status blocks him from getting work or accommodation. He is offered 
shelter by the kindly Bishop of Digne, but Valjean steals his silverware. He is 
caught by the authorities, but the Bishop lies by saying that the silver was given as 
a gift, and secures Valjean's release. Touched by the Bishop's love, grace and 
generosity, Valjean decides to break his parole and start a new life. 
Eight years later in 1823, Valjean is now a respected factory owner and 
mayor of Montreuil, Pas-de-Calais. He is shocked when Javert, formerly a Toulon 
prison guard, arrives as his new chief of police. Javert suspects Valjean's real 
 





identity when he rescues an injured worker trapped under a heavy cart. One of 
Valjean's workers, Fantine, is dismissed by the factory foreman upon learning she 
has an illegitimate daughter Cosette, whom she left to live with the greedy 
innkeepers, the Thénardiers, and to whom she sends all her earnings. To support 
her daughter, Fantine sells her hair, her teeth, becomes a prostitute and is arrested 
by Javert when she attacks an abusive customer. Valjean, learning who she is, 
rescues her and takes her to the hospital. 
Valjean later learns that a man has been wrongly identified as him, and 
decides to reveal his true identity to the court - before returning to the dying 
Fantine, promising to care for Cosette. Javert arrives to arrest Valjean but he 
escapes, finds Cosette and pays Fantine's debts to the Thénardiers. Valjean and 
Cosette flee from Javert, hiding in a convent, aided by the worker Valjean rescued 
before. 
Nine years later, Valjean has become a philanthropist and helps the poor 
in Paris. General Lamarque, the only government official sympathetic to the poor, 
dies, and a group of revolutionists called the Friends of the ABC plot to rebel 
against the monarchy. Marius Pontmercy, a member of the Friends, encounters 
Cosette and they fall in love. He asks Éponine, the Thénardiers' daughter, to help 
find her. They finally meet and confess their love, leaving Éponine sad as she's 
also in love with Marius. 
Thénardier plans on robbing Valjean's house, but they are stopped by 
Éponine. Valjean, afraid Javert could be near, makes plans to flee to England with 
 





Cosette. Cosette leaves a letter for Marius, but Éponine finds it and hides it from 
him. 
During Lamarque's funeral procession, the revolt begins and barricades are 
built across Paris. Javert pretends to be an ally to spy on the rebels but the street 
urchin Gavroche exposes him as a policeman. During the first skirmish against the 
soldiers, Éponine takes a bullet for Marius and dies in his arms, giving him 
Cosette's letter and confessing her love. Marius' answer to Cosette is intercepted 
by Valjean, who joins the revolution to guard Marius. 
Valjean offers to execute Javert but actually releases him, faking his death. 
By dawn, the soldiers are close to ending the revolution, storming the students' 
barricade and execute everyone save Marius and Valjean, who escape into the 
sewers. Thénardier comes across Valjean and the unconscious Marius, stealing the 
latter's ring, before pointing a way out. Valjean finds Javert waiting for him, 
ignoring his nemesis' threats. Javert, morally confused by the mercy of Valjean, 
commits suicideby throwing himself in the Seine. Marius recovers but is 
traumatised by the death of his friends. 
Marius and Cosette are reunited but Valjean, concerned his presence 
would threaten their happiness, makes plans to leave and reveals his story to 
Marius, who promises to remain silent. Cosette and Marius marry, but the 
Thénardiers crash the wedding reception to try to blackmail Marius, with 
Thénardier saying that he witnessed Valjean carrying a murdered corpse and 
shows the stolen ring. Marius recognises it as his own and understands that 
Valjean saved him that night. Marius forces Thénardier to reveal where Valjean is 
 





before leaving with Cosette, with the Thénardiers thrown out of the wedding 
afterwards. 
Cosette and Marius reunite with the dying Valjean at the convent. Valjean 
gives them letters of confession before dying peacefully, and his spirit is guided 
away by the spirits of Fantine and the Bishop to join the spirits of Eponine, 
Gavroche and the Friends of the ABC in the afterlife. 
5. Biography 
Victor Hugo was born on February 26, 1802, in Besançon, France. After 
training as a lawyer, Hugo embarked on the literary career. He became one of the 
most important French Romantic poets, novelists and dramatists of his time, 
having assembled a massive body of work while living in Paris, Brussels and the 
Channel Islands. Hugo died on May 22, 1885, in Paris.  
Though Hugo returned to France after 1870 as a symbol of republican 
triumph, his later years were largely sad. He lost two sons between 1871 and 
1873. His later works are somewhat darker than his earlier writing, focusing on 
themes of God, Satan and death. 
In 1878, he was stricken with cerebral congestion. Hugo and his mistress, 
Juliette, continued to live in Paris for the rest of their lives. The street on which he 
lived was renamed Avenue Victor Hugo on the occasion of his 80th birthday in 
1882. Juliette died the following year and Victor Hugo died in Paris on May 22, 
1885. He received a hero's funeral. His body lay in state beneath the Arc de 
Triomphe before burial in the Panthéon.  
 





Hugo remains one of the giants of French literature. Although French 
audiences celebrate him primarily as a poet, he is better known as a novelist in 
English-speaking countries. 
 





METHODOLOGY OF RESEARCH 
A. Research Method 
The writer used descriptive qualitative method to solve problem on the Les 
Miserable miniseries. Hadi (1983:3) states that descriptive research is a research 
in which the researcher needs only to collect and analyze the data to subsequently 
be able to draw a conclusion upon the data without making a generalization. By 
using this method I will identify, describe, and analyze the altruism values in Les 
Miserables movie. 
B. Source of the Data 
The data were taken from the miniseries Les Miserables, which is a 
miniseries published in 2018. This miniseries has six episodes and duration of the 
miniseries is about 50 minutes. Les Misérables is a television miniseries of the 
French historical novel of the same name by Victor Hugo. The series, adapted 
by Andrew Davies and directed by Tom Shankland, stars Dominic West, David 
Oyelowo, and Lily Collins. The film takes place in France during the early 19th 
century and tells the story of Jean Valjean who. That uttered by the whole 
characters which contained altruism from the beginning until the end of the 
movie. 
C. Instrument of Research 
An instrument of research is a facility or equipment using by the 
researcher in collecting data in purpose to make this research process is easy, 
systematic, and complete. The writer used note taking as the instruments of this 
 





study which refers to the indicators of altruism. Note taking is a system for 
recording information which requires the writer used card or blank paper. 
Acording to Crang and Cook (2007:51-52) note taking as field diary or note book 
through  your research process. 
D. Procedure of Collecting Data 
The data collecting procedures in this research, as follow: 
a. Firstly, the Les Miserables miniseries was watched comprehensively; 
b. Secondly, the Les Miserables miniseries was watched carefully to identify 
the data; 
c. Next, the data from Les Miserbles miniseries were separated by note 
taking process. 
d. Finally, the data were identified based on the altruism process. 
E. Technique of Data Analysis 
The researcher classified the data with structural approach, and then the 
researcher analyzed the data. In analyzing data, the writer used the theory of 
Monroe. Monroe concluded an act as altruism based on six critical points she 
whole in his book, The Heart of Altruism. This theory is needed to help the writer 
in analyzing the data and to prove that the Jean Valjean does in Les Miserables is 









FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION 
There are two sections in this chapter, they are findings and discussions. In 
findings, the researcher collects the data which considered as altruism values. 
Meanwhile the discussion the researcher explain how altruism occurs within Jean 
Valjean and part presents the detail description of the data findings. 
A. Findings 
This part is focused on the findings to answer the problem statement. This 
researcher presents altruism value that happen after identifying and analyzing the 
data based on the instrinsic element of fiction such as plot, characters, and settings 
in the movie Les Miserables miniseries. In this part, the researcher presents the 
data which are grouped into table. In the movie Les Miserables miniseries there 
are 15 data which contained altruism. According Monroe there are six critical 
points to cover an act as altruism. The six critical points are: 
1. Altruism is not only good intention, but should be an action. A good intention 
cannot be called as altruism because with good intention only people will not 
get any profit, by doing it, they will. 
2. It must have a goal, whether conscious or spontaneous. People who want to 
do altruism must have a goal to make something good for others they help, 
whether conscious or spontaneous. 
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3. The goal should be for the welfare of others. If the welfare of other is not the 
goal of altruism, then it cannot be called as altruism. The welfare here can be 
in any form, both goods, such as money, food. 
4. It is not about the result, but the intention of an altruist. Altruism may not 
give welfare for others or even ends up badly, but it does not decrease the 
value of altruism an altruist does to others because the result of the altruism 
an altruist does is not under his/her control, but the intention of doing altruist 
is. 
5. Altruism must reduce the welfare of people who do it. An altruist will lose 
something to give to others. If an altruist still get profit for his/her altruism, it 
cannot be called as altruism, but collective welfare. 
6. Altruism does not need a certain condition. The point of doing altruism is to 
help others with expecting no reward. Altruism can be done by anyone to 
anyone because in altruism there is no special condition that regulate about 
the giver and the receiver. 
 
Table 1. Altruism occurred in the movie 
No Datum Minutes Explanation 
Altruism 
position 
1. Episode 1 12:55 – 13:0 Jean Valjean helped the 
guard who was struck by 
a large rock. 
1 
2. Episode 2 10:18 – 12:17 Valjean immediately 
accepted Fantine to work 
2 
 
               29 
 
 
in his factory without 
conducting tests. 
3 Episode 3 13:14 – 13:24 Valjean gives money to 
poor children. 
2 
4. Episode 2 29:01 – 29:35 Jean Valjean rescued 
Constable trapped under 
a heavy cart. 
1 
5. Episode 2 49:36 – 51:05 Valjean, learning who 
she is, rescues her and 
takes her to the hospital. 
4 
6. Episode 2 51:59 – 52:03 Jean Valjean picks up 
Fantine's daughter, 
Cosette. He go for her 
himself. 
2 
7. Episode 3 05:45 – 08:35 Valjean later learns that a 
man has been wrongly 
identified as him, and 
decides to reveal his true 
identity to the court. 
5 
8. Episode 3 19:40 – 20:40 Valjean meets little 
Cosette by the river. He 
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9.  Episode 3 34:14 – 37:51 Valjean took care of 
Cosette lovingly. Cosette 
no longer needs to sweep 
and fetch water in the 
forest. 
6 
10. Episode 4 11:10 – 11:46 Valjean decided to grant 
Cosette's wish to leave 
the nun's school and see 
the outside world. 
3 
11. Episode 4 41:48 – 42:32 After reading a letter 
from a poor woman, 
Eponine. Valjean decided 
to come to help that 
family. 
1 
12. Episode 6 08:54 – 10:01 Upon coming to the 
barricade, Valjean helped 
the revolutionists to 
block the way of the 
soldiers. 
3 
13. Episode 6 15:51 – 17:02 Valjean decided not to 
take revenge on Javert. 
6 
14. Episode 6  17:32 – 19:18 Valjean saves Marius 
that stabbed by a knife. 
1 
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15. Episode 6 53:10 – 54:00 Valjean gave Marius a 
lot of dowry for wedding 




In this part, the researcher analyzes how altruism occurs within Jean 
Valjean. It started at the moment when French prisoner Jean Valjean is released 
on parole from the Bagne of Toulon after serving nineteen years for stealing a loaf 
of bread and trying to run away multiple times. On the outside, Valjean becomes 
angry as his parole status blocks him from getting work or accommodation. He is 
offered shelter by the kindly Bishop of Digne, but Valjean steals his silverware. 
He is caught by the authorities, but the Bishop lies by saying that the silver was 
given as a gift, and secures Valjean's release. Touched by the Bishop's love, grace 
and generosity, Valjean decides to break his parole and start a new life.  
Based on the findings above, this research gives further description and 
explanation about altruism values of Les Miserables miniseries season 1. Based 
on Monroe‟s six critical points, there are six points to cover an act as altruism. 
Monroe, who defined altruism as an act that may give harm to the person who 
does it to benefit  others, made this six critical point in order to make people know 
that there are some things needed to claim an act as altruism.  
In datum 1 is classified into the first point of the theory of Monroe. First 
point of Monroe‟s altruism should be an action and not only an intention to help 
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people. Since giving is an activity that all people can do anytime they want, it 
becomes important to note that not all giving activity, such as sharing, when two 
people or more share something belong to them to other who need it, cannot be 
easily called as altruism. In this case, Valjean went to prison for stealing a loaf of 
bread and trying to escape multiple times. When he was mining a stone, one of the 
guards was hit by a large rock and Valjean decided to help the guard, with his 
great strength he lifted the boulder himself. 
In datum 2 is classified into the second point of the theory of Monroe. This 
point is altruism must have a goal whether it is spontaneous or conscious. People 
who want to do altruism must have a goal to make something good for others they 
help. In this case, when Fantine needs a job to fulfill her life and child. Fantine 
applied for a job at the Valjean factory. With Valjean's kindness, Valjean 
immediately accepted Fantine to work in the factory without testing. 
In datum 3 is classified into the second point of the theory of Monroe. As 
the researcher has explained before. This point is altruism must have a goal 
whether it is spontaneous or conscious. People who want to do altruism must have 
a goal to make something good for others they help. On the way back to his 
house. Valjean spontaneously gave money to poor children. 
In datum 4 is classified into the first point of the theory of Monroe. First 
point of Monroe‟s altruism should be an action and not only an intention to help 
people. A good intention only cannot make someone does altruism, because 
altruism needs someone to sacrifice something she/he to another who needs it 
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more than himself/herself does. If it is only an intention, there is nothing someone 
sacrifices to help another, it cannot be called as altruism. Altruism in first point of 
Monroe‟s demands someone to sacrifice something she/he has. In this case, 
Valjean rescued Constable trapped under a heavy cart. Previously Valjean was 
hesitant to help Constable for fear that Javert would suspect Valjean's true 
identity. But, Valjean takes an action not only planning. Valjean decided to help 
Constable. After that incident, Javert found out about true identity Valjean and 
Javert will imprison Valjean. 
In datum 5 is classified into the fourth point of the theory of Monroe. This 
point refers to any possibility that may happen after doing altruism, which may 
not always good or sometimes ends up badly for the others, but it does not 
decrease the value of altruism an altruist does as long as his/her intention is to 
help others and to give welfare for others. In Valjean‟s case, after Valjean dismiss 
Fantine as an employee upon learning she has an illegitimate daughter Cosette. 
Fantine lives suffering and lives poor and suffered from a severe illness. To 
support her daughter, Fantine sells her teeth, and her hair. But after Valjean 
learning who Fantine is, rescues her and takes her to the hospital. Although in the 
end Fantine died in the hospital. 
In datum 6 is classified into the second point of the theory of Monroe. This 
point is altruism must have a goal whether it is spontaneous or conscious. In this 
case, after taking Fantine to the hospital, Valjean promised to pick up, Cosette, 
Fantine's daughter. It is a spontaneous goal of Valjean who knows he could not be 
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sure that he would pick up Cosette. But, he makes himself thinking that he can do 
it.  
In datum 7 is classified into the fifth point of the theory of Monroe which 
is altruism must reduce the welfare of an altruist. It means an altruist will lose 
something for fulfilling a compulsion to give a thing or more to others who need 
it. As the writer has explained above, the thing an altruist gives can be in any 
form, such as money, food, service, or others. It is reflected in what Valjean does 
when he later learns that a man has been wrongly identified as him, and decides to 
reveal his true identity to the court although he will send to jail. People or readers 
may think how stupid Valjean for reveal his true identity and he will be arrested 
by Javert, but from this situation, we know that Valjean does altruism. Altruism 
does not need a certain condition means whenever and wherever someone wants 
to do it she/he may do it, and so does Valjean who still reveal his identity, though 
he knows that she will be in jail. It is because, based on there is no regulation 
about the giver and receiver, whoever wants to help others in need, is allowed as 
long as  the giver has something to give to the receiver and not expect for any 
reward. 
In datum 8 is classified into the first point of the theory of Monroe. The 
key of the first point of the theory of Monroe is action. A good intention cannot be 
called as altruism because with good intention only people will not get any profit. 
In this case, Valjean met Cosette for the first time. When Valjean wants to go 
fetch Cosette at Thernadier's house, Valjean accidentally meets Cosette in the 
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forest fetching water. When Valjean found out that the little girl was Cosette, 
Valjean immediately helped to carry the Cosette bucket. 
In datum 9 is classified into the sixth point of the theory of Monroe. 
Altruism does not need a certain condition, it is because, based on there is no 
regulation about the giver and the receiver, whoever wants to help others in need, 
is allowed as long as the giver has something to give to the receiver and not 
expect for any reward. In this case, Valjean took care of Cosette lovingly. Cosette 
no longer needs to sweep and fetch water in the forest. That's because when 
Cosette live with the greedy innkeepers, the Thénardiers, Cosette have to sweep 
and fetch water in the forest every day. 
In datum 10 is classified into the third point of the theory of Monroe. As 
the researcher has explained before the goal should be for the welfare of others. If 
the welfare of other is not the goal of altruism, then it cannot be called as altruism. 
In this case, Valjean decided to grant Cosette's wish to leave the convent and see 
the outside world. Although Valjean will be arrested again by Javert. 
In datum 11 is classified into the first point of theory of Monroe. As the 
researcher has explained before altruism should be an action and not only an 
intention to help people. A good intention only cannot make someone does 
altruism because with good intention only people will not get any profit, by doing 
it, they will. It is reflected in what Valjean does when he read a letter from a poor 
woman, Eponine. Valjean decided to come to help that family, although Eponine's 
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parents are Thernadiers and after the meeting, Thernadiers plans on robbing 
Valjean's house. 
In datum 12 is classified into the third point of the theory of Monroe. The 
goal of doing altruism should be for the welfare of other, if it is not, then it could 
not be called as altruism. When Valjean coming to the barricade. Although he is 
not a revolutionary member, Valjean helped the revolutionists to block the way of 
the soldiers who want to arrest the revolutionists.  
In datum 13 is classified into the sixth point of the theory of Monroe. As 
the writer has explained above, altruism does not need a certain condition means 
whenever and wherever someone wants to do it. The point of doing altruism is to 
help others with expecting no reward. During Lamarque's funeral procession, the 
revolt begins and barricades are built across Paris. Javert was arrested because 
pretends to be an ally to spy on the rebels but the street urchin Gavroche exposes 
him as a policeman. In this case, Valjean offers to execute Javert but actually 
releases him, faking his death. Valjean decided not to take revenge on Javert.   
Valjean said to Javert, “I have no reason to take your life.” 
In datum 14 is classified into the first point of the theory of Monroe. By 
dawn, the soldiers are close to ending the revolution, storming the students' 
barricade and executing everyone save Marius and Valjean, who escaped into the 
sewers. Valjean saves Marius that stabbed by a knife. 
In datum 15 is classified into the third of the theory of Monroe. Marius and 
Cosette are reunited but Valjean, concerned his presence would threaten their 
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happiness, makes plans to leave and reveals his story to Marius, who promises to 
remain silent. In this case, Valjean gave Marius a lot of dowry for wedding 




























CONCLUSIONS AND SUGESTION 
The final chapter consists of conclusions and suggestions, after doing 
analysis about the altruism values used Monroe theory in the movie miniseries 
Les Miserables season 1. The researcher provides some conclusions and 
suggestions to the readers.  
 
A. Conclusions 
After analyzing the data by searching for and discussing, the researcher 
makes conclusions after describing this research data. There are 15 data which 
contained altruism in the movie Les Miserables miniseries season 1 and the 
researcher used theory from Monroe. There are five data in the first point of the 
theory of Monroe, three data in the second point of the theory of Monroe, three 
data in the third point of the theory of Monroe, one data in the fourth point of the 
theory of Monroe, one data in the fifth point of the theory of Monroe, and two 
data in the sixth point of theory of Monroe. 
 
B. Suggestion  
Based on the conclusion above, the researcher has some suggestions: 
1. The researcher suggested for the next researcher who will make the similar 
research about altruism values can use the others topics to be analyzed. 
2. The researcher hoped that through this thesis, the reader is able to know 
more about the altruism values like shown in literary work such as novel, 
drama, etc. 
 




3. Finally the researcher suggested for the students of English and Literature 
Department who want to analyze about altruism values, it is good in 
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